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For Crickets, It's Wise to Blend In
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lightless Mormon crickets, like those on a road in E-Mail This De a I S
northeastern Utah, above, are a lot like locusts - except &, Printer-Friendly Format e e
that when they migrate by the millions, they walk and hop. g/ most E-Mailed Articles
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Observers who are not crickets have always wondered why
they would want to be in such a crowd. One idea is that AATICLE ToOLS
there is safety in numbers. Predators following the crowd RO L R R

should have so many crickets to choose from that one
cricket among millions would have good survival odds. &~ Most E-Mailed
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Dr. Gregory A. Sword of the Department of Agriculture's
Northern Plains Agricultural Research Laboratory in

Sidney, Mont., worked with colleagues from the University Wag-the-Dog Protection

of North Carolina and the University of Toronto to test this 3 i $3.50 and a Dream, the

hypothesis. "Anti-Christo' Is Born Real Estate
They glued tiny transmitters on the inch-and-a-half-long . mml nytimes.com/realestate
insects and removed some crickets from the horde. All the 5. New Course by Royal Navy: FIND YOUR
crickets who stayed with the crowd survived the A Campaign to Recruit Gays

experiment. But about half the lone crickets died. Their Go to Complete List

transmitters were found chewed and pecked, in trees and
rodent burrows. If you're a cricket, it appears, you need to
go along to get along.
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